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each. With the thanks of a grateful nation, 
Richard was honorably discharged on January 
3, 1946. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF ROBERT 
‘‘BOB’’ LOQUACI 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Robert ‘‘Bob’’ Loquaci, who 
passed away on October 31, 2015 at the age 
of 92. Bob was an extraordinary person, and 
he will always be remembered as a man who 
lived his life with purpose and dedication to 
public service. 

Robert ‘‘Bob’’ Loquaci was born in Madera, 
CA on June 1, 1923 to Urbano Loquaci and 
Eda Pistoresi Loquaci. He was born to be a 
farmer; he began farming grapes with his fa-
ther as soon as he was old enough to help. 
Love came at a young age for Bob, who met 
the love of his life, Dora Karahadian, when 
they were both teenagers. Bob would go on to 
serve his nation by joining the U.S. Navy in 
the Pacific during the World War II. When Bob 
returned from his service, he married Dora. 
They were married for 70 years and together, 
they had two sons, David and Leslie, who 
have continued the family farming legacy. 

Mr. Loquaci’s passion for agriculture was 
passed on from his father at a young age. 
Throughout his life, he served his farming 
community in different leadership positions. 
Bob served both as a Founding Director and 
President of the Raisin Bargaining Associa-
tion. Mr. Loquaci represented the domestic rai-
sin industry by testifying in Washington D.C., 
where President Nixon later signed a law mak-
ing imported raisins meet U.S. food Safety 
standards. Bob also traveled twice to Japan to 
open the market for U.S. raisins and to pro-
mote raisins sales. Bob also served as: found-
ing Director of the California Association of 
Winegrape Growers (CAWG), Director of the 
Raisin Administrative Committee, was a Char-
ter Member of the Nisei Farmers’ League, and 
was an active member of the Western Grow-
ers Association, Madera Farm Bureau, and 
Madera Grange. 

Bob was a strong supporter of his commu-
nity and was dedicated to helping those 
around him. He co-founded the Madera Agri-
culture Youth Association (MAYA) to support 
agricultural endeavors of local youth. He was 
also generous; he was an annual supporter 
and buyer of the Madera Junior Livestock 
sale. He was extremely involved, including 
being a Charter and Lifetime Member of the 
Madera Elk’s Club, a Director of the Madera 
County Fair Board, a Trustee of La Vina 
School Board, a Director of the Chamber of 
Commerce, a member of the VFW, and he 
was a member of other service clubs as well. 

Bob lived his life to the fullest, surrounded 
by family and friends. His commitment to fam-

ily and to his community will forever live in the 
lives of the people he touched. Bob is sur-
vived by his loving wife, his two son’s David 
and his wife, Joan and by Leslie and his wife, 
Laddyne, three grandchildren and four great- 
grandchildren. I am honored and humbled to 
join his family in celebrating the life of this 
amazing man, who will never be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in paying tribute to a man of great service and 
dedication. His memory will live on through his 
family and be remembered by our entire com-
munity. We are all better for having known Mr. 
Robert ‘‘Bob’’ Loquaci, a remarkable Califor-
nian and Central Valley native. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE KING 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, on roll call 
nos. 626, 627, and 628, had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘Yes.’’ 
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HONORING ANNIE OLIVER 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a leader in my district, from my home-
town of the Bronx. To celebrate life for 100 
years is a historic milestone, and it’s my 
pleasure to speak about the centurion Annie 
Oliver. 

Born on October 30th, 1915, Annie Ruth 
Still was originally from Birmingham, Alabama, 
and is the eldest of two sisters. Following her 
graduation from the esteemed Park High 
School in 1944, Annie made the move to New 
York City to begin work. 

In the fateful year of 1957, Annie made two 
life changing decisions, marrying her husband 
George Oliver, to whom they would share a 
lifetime of happiness with two sons, Will Jr. 
and Floyd, and joining the Church on The Hill 
AME Zion of New York City. 

It was here she began her 58 year tenure 
of service to her community and love of God. 
During her outstanding service, Annie Oliver 
served as President of the Stewardess Board 
for 26 years, President of the User Board, 
President of Class Number 1, and currently 
serving in capacity as ‘‘Mother of the Church’’. 
She also serves as a member of the Board of 
Trustees for The Church on the Hill and is the 
longest serving member of their congregation. 

After marrying husband George, the family 
moved to the Bronx, where she still currently 
resides. Annie began working at Made in 
America, a 40 year tenure and then an addi-
tional 25 years serving at Emerson Radio&TV, 

and the Beral Motor Company. She lives, 
loves, and always worked in the Bronx. She is 
beloved by her family, including 5 grand-
children and 6 great-grandchildren. 

This year, on Friday, October 30th, 2015, 
her family, church family, and friends will be 
celebrating Mother Annie Oliver’s 100th birth-
day milestone. I wish her the happiest of birth-
days and congratulations on this remarkable 
milestone and on her incredible life. 
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FAIRNESS TO VETERANS FOR IN-
FRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT 
ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 16, 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise in opposition to H.R. 1694, the Fairness 
to Veterans for Infrastructure Investment Act 
of 2015. 

As the Ranking Member of the House Ap-
propriations Subcommittee for Military Con-
struction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agen-
cies and the co-chair of the Military Family 
Caucus, I strongly support efforts to ensure 
veterans have access to opportunities needed 
to become successful in the workforce. 

Simply, H.R. 1694 makes veterans compete 
against women- and minority-owned small 
businesses for an already small goal of ten 
percent of federal highway and transit con-
struction contracts. 

While I agree with the sponsor’s stated goal 
of helping veterans and veteran-owned busi-
nesses, I do not believe that the best way to 
do so is by legally undermining the Disadvan-
taged Business Enterprise program. 

Instead, we should help both veterans and 
disadvantaged businesses succeed. 

That is why I joined Representatives CUM-
MINGS, NORTON, BROWN, and BUSTOS in spon-
soring H.R. 3997, which would create a Vet-
eran-owned Business Enterprise (VBE) pro-
gram within the Department of Transportation 
with a stated national goal of ensuring at least 
10 percent of federal highway contracts go to 
veteran-owned small businesses. 

Instead, creating a specific and separate 
contracting goal for veteran-owned businesses 
is a better way to maximize assistance to vet-
erans, as opposed to forcing competition be-
tween these two constituencies, both of whom 
continue to suffer through disproportionately 
high unemployment rates. 

I urge my colleagues to help veteran-owned 
businesses compete for Department of Trans-
portation contracts without harming the Dis-
advantaged Business Enterprise program by 
supporting H.R. 3997 and not H.R. 1694. 
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